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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

Alexander Leon v. Mishima Foods USA, Inc., Los Angeles Superior Court, Case No. 20STCV38201   

A court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

 

If you purchased Mishima’s Wasabi Green Peas Product in California between April 6, 2016 and 

March 17, 2022, you may be entitled to reimbursement from a class action settlement. 

 

Your Legal Rights and Options in this Settlement 

Submit a claim form by 

July 31, 2022 
This is the only way for Class Members to receive reimbursement. 

Opt out by 

July 15, 2022 

Get no payment. This is the only option that allows you to be part 

of any future lawsuit with respect to the legal claims in this case. 

Object by 

July 15, 2022 

Write to the Court if you don’t like the settlement and tell 

the Court why you think it shouldn’t be approved. 

Provide notice by July 

15, 2022 of your 

intention to appear at 

the July 26, 2022 

Fairness Hearing 

You can ask to speak in Court about the fairness of the Settlement. 

Do nothing 
Do not receive a payment. Give up your legal rights to 

sue Mishima about the claims in this case. 

 

BASIC INFORMATION 

WHY IS THERE A NOTICE? 

This Notice advises you of a proposed class action settlement. The settlement comes from a lawsuit 

in which plaintiff Alexander Leon alleges that during the relevant time periods, Mishima Foods U.S.A., 

Inc.’s Wasabi Green Peas Product were labeled as containing “Wasabi” even though they do not. 

 

The purpose of this notice is to inform you of the proposed settlement, and of a hearing to consider 

whether the settlement should be approved. The hearing will be held on July 26, 2022, before the Honorable 

Carolyn B. Kuhl, Department 12, Los Angeles Superior Court, Spring Street Courthouse, 312 North Spring 

Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012. This notice explains the lawsuit, how to participate in the settlement; how to 

object to the settlement if you wish; how to exclude yourself; and how to get more information. (Capitalized 

terms not defined in this notice have the meanings assigned to them in the Settlement Agreement, which is 

available at www.WasabiGreenPeasSettlement.com). 

WHAT IS THIS ABOUT AND WHY IS THERE A SETTLEMENT? 

On October 5, 2020, a complaint was filed against Mishima Foods U.S.A., Inc. (“Mishima” or 

“Defendant”) in the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, Case No. 20STCV38201. The 
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Complaint alleges causes of action based on violations of the Unfair Competition Law (Bus. & Prof. Code, §§ 

17200-17209), the False Advertising Law (Bus. & Prof. Code, §§ 17500-17509), and the Consumers Legal 

Remedies Act (Civ. Code, §§ 1750-1784). 

 

After reviewing the evidence produced in informal discovery and considering the risks of further 

litigation with an impending trial date, Plaintiff and their counsel have concluded that it is in the best interests of 

the Settlement Class to enter into this settlement. Mishima, while continuing to deny all allegations of 

wrongdoing and disclaiming any liability with respect to any and all claims, considers it in its best interests to 

resolve Plaintiff’s individual and class allegations on the terms stated in the Settlement Agreement, in order to 

avoid further expense, inconvenience, interference with its ongoing business operations, and burdensome 

litigation. 

WHY IS THIS A CLASS ACTION? 

In a class action, one or more people, called class representatives, sue on behalf of people 

who have similar claims. All these people are a class or class members. One court resolves the issues for all 

class members, except for those who exclude themselves.  

HOW DO I KNOW IF I AM PART OF THE SETTLEMENT 

The Court has certified a class (the “Settlement Class”) consisting of: All persons who purchased, 

between April 6, 2016 and the date of Preliminary Approval, Mishima’s Wasabi Green Peas Product in 

California. 

 

If you qualify for the Settlement Class, you will be considered a member of the Settlement Class 

(“Settlement Class Member”), unless you request to be excluded. 

 

Excluded from the Settlement Class are officers, directors, and employees of Mishima and its 

subsidiaries, as well as judicial officers and employees of the Court. 

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS 

WHAT DOES THE SETTLEMENT PROVIDE? 

Mishima has agreed to pay up to $49,980.84 in Settlement Benefits to the Settlement Class. Plaintiff will 

also seek incentive award in an amount not to exceed $5,000 for his services. Class Counsel will apply to the 

Court for an award of reasonable attorneys’ fees and litigation costs consistent with California law, but not more 

than $48,000. Mishima has agreed to pay Plaintiff’s incentive awards and Class Counsel’s reasonable attorneys’ 

fees and costs separately from the Settlement Benefits, along with the costs related to notifying the Class about 

this lawsuit and settlement and administering the settlement, subject to a cap. 

SETTLEMENT BENEFIT AND CLAIMS PROCESS 

Class Members who made eligible purchases have the right to submit a Claim and receive a Settlement 

Benefit – reimbursement in the form of a check or a Product Voucher. A Claim will be valid only if submitted 

on a Claim Form. Claim Forms may be submitted electronically through the Settlement Website at 

www.WasabiGreenPeasSettlement.com. Class Members who are unable to submit a Claim Form through the 

Settlement Website may request a paper Claim Form by contacting the Settlement Administrator. 

 

A. Class Members who submit a valid claim, and who provide proof of purchase in the form of a 

receipt or other evidence will receive one ($1) dollar or one (1) Product Voucher per Qualified Purchase. Only 

one Authorized Claimant per Household is entitled to receive a Settlement Benefit unless otherwise agreed to 

by the parties. 

 

 

B. Class Members who do not provide proof of purchase can submit an electronic declaration 

under penalty of perjury verifying: they made a Qualified Purchase(s) and will receive one ($1) dollar or one 
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(1) Product Voucher per Qualified Purchase up to a maximum of five ($5) dollars or five (5) Product 

Vouchers.   

 

 Class Members many elect to receive their Settlement Benefit either as a Product Voucher or as a 

monetary payment, but not a combination of the two.  Product Vouchers can be used to receive Mishima 

Wasabi Green Pea or Furikake products redeemable by Mishima. 

 

 Only one Authorized Claimant per Household is entitled to receive a Settlement Benefit unless 

otherwise agreed to by the parties. If more than one Claim is received from a Household, the Settlement 

Administrator may contact Claimants to request additional information and documentation to determine the 

validity of any Claim as described in Section III.B of the Settlement Agreement. 

 

 All monetary payment will be issued in the form of a check or electronic check. Settlement Benefits 

shall be issued within 60 days after the Settlement Date. Authorized Claimants shall have 180 calendar days 

from the date of issuance to negotiate the check or redeem the Product Vouchers. Any checks or Product 

Vouchers not negotiated or redeemed within the 180-day period shall be cancelled or expired. 

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT 

HOW DO I GET OUT OF THE SETTLEMENT? 

You have the right not to be part of the lawsuit by excluding yourself or “opting out” of the Class. If 

you wish to exclude yourself, you must submit a written request for exclusion by first-class United States Mail, 

postage paid, to the Claims Administrator, Alexander Leon et al v. Mishima Foods USA Inc., P.O. Box 26170, 

Santa Ana, CA 92799.  A request for exclusion from the Class must set forth your full name and current 

address, must be postmarked on or before July 15, 2022, must be in writing, and must be signed under penalty 

of perjury. If you exclude yourself, you will not receive reimbursement or benefits from the Settlement. You 

must exclude yourself to continue your own lawsuit for monetary relief. 

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT 

HOW DO I TELL THE COURT IF I DO NOT LIKE THE SETTLEMENT? 

You have the right to object to the fairness, reasonableness, or adequacy of the Settlement Agreement. If 

there is something about the settlement that you do not like, you may file an objection and may appear at the 

Fairness Hearing with an attorney at your own cost. Even if you object, you may return the Claim Form to 

receive a Settlement Benefit. In other words, even if you object, you will still be in the Settlement Class and will 

receive a Settlement Benefit if the settlement is approved and you timely submit your Claim Form. If you want to 

object, you must submit a written statement by first-class United States Mail, postage paid, to the Claims 

Administrator, Alexander Leon et al v. Mishima Foods USA Inc., P.O. Box 26170, Santa Ana, CA 92799.  Your 

written statement must describe your objection in specific terms and the reasons for any such objection, including 

any evidence and legal authority the you wish to bring to the Court’s attention and any evidence you wish to 

introduce in support of your objection, as well as your name, email and postal addresses, and telephone number, 

and information demonstrating that you are entitled to be included as a Member of the Class. 

 

All written objections to the Class Settlement must be submitted by July 15, 2022 or will not be 

considered. If you have timely objected, you may also appear at the Fairness Hearing, in person or through 

counsel, to show cause why the proposed Settlement should not be approved as fair, adequate, and reasonable, 

or to object to any petition or application for attorneys’ fees, representative class plaintiff incentive fees, or 

reimbursement of litigation costs and expenses. Although, you do not have to file a written objection to appear 

and be heard at the Fairness Hearing.  You have a right to voice any objections to the Class Settlement during 

the Fairness Hearing without first filing a written objection.  

THE FAIRNESS HEARING 
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WHEN AND WHERE WILL THE COURT DECIDE WHETHER TO APPROVE THE 

SETTLEMENT? 

 

The Court has scheduled a Fairness Hearing on July 26, 2022, before the Honorable Carolyn B. Kuhl, 

Department 12, Los Angeles Superior Court, Spring Street Courthouse, 312 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, 

CA 90012. At this hearing, the Court will consider whether the settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate. If 

there are objections, the Court will consider them. The Court may also decide how much to pay the attorneys for 

the Class. After the hearing, the Court will decide whether to grant final approval of the settlement. You may 

appear remotely, by audio or video, by visiting https://my.lacourt.org/laccwelcome. 

 

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 

 

HOW DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

 

This notice summarizes the proposed settlement. For the precise terms and conditions of the settlement, 

please see the Settlement Agreement and other related documents, which are available at 

www.WasabiGreenPeasSettlement.com.  Other papers filed in this lawsuit are available at the office of the 

Clerk of the Superior Court, during its regular business hours. 

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT OR MISHIMA FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR 

ADVICE.  

 

If you have additional questions, please contact your own attorney, or if you would 

like more information, you may contact: 

Settlement Administrator 

 

Alexander Leon et al v. Mishima Foods USA Inc 

c/o Settlement Administrator 

P.O. Box 26170 

Santa Ana, CA 92799 

 

or 

 

Class Counsel: 

 

Trenton R. Kashima  

Sommers Schwartz P.C.  

402 West Broadway, Suite 1760 

San Diego, CA 92101 

 

http://www.wasabigreenpeassettlement.com/

